
This call for essay proposal is issued by a group of
scholars (see page 3) interested in the history of
Chennai/Madras, who are based in various
institutions located within or near Chennai. We
hope to invite other scholars and researchers
working on the history of the city to join the
collective, which will support research and writing
on the subject through small grants, peer support,
and workshops/conferences. 

We expect this project to be the beginning of a
sustained multi-year effort to attract scholarly
attention to the city and its history. For the most
part, the history of Chennai/Madras has been the
preserve of public historians outside academia,
among whom S. Muthiah (whose Madras Discovered
was first published in 1987) was a veritable giant.

The Making of a South 
Indian Metropolis: 
Chennai/Madras, 1919-1973
CALL FOR ESSAYS



The labours of Muthiah and other subsequent writers have ensured that
the histories of many individuals and places in the city are extremely
well-documented. The city now boasts a well-organized community of
local historians and heritage enthusiasts, whose contributions have
taken the form of a magazine (Madras Musings), a Facebook group
with thousands of members, regular heritage walks, and many book
volumes. Despite this surfeit of resources, historical studies centred
around the city from within the academy remain sparse, especially in
comparison with other cities in the subcontinent. Until three decades
back, it could be said that urban questions had been generally
marginalized in historical research about India and the subcontinent:
the emergence of the nation-state was a central preoccupation for
political and cultural historians, while agrarian questions dominated
research on socio-economic matters. However, the ‘urban turn’ in
historical scholarship has been underway for more than two decades
now, and research on other cities in the subcontinent has yielded rich
returns to various historical traditions, ranging from business history to
cultural to environmental history. 

By encouraging historical research centred around
Chennai/Madras within academic institutions, this project hopes
to enrich the already existing histories of the city in two ways. 

First, such research promises a more relational approach to the study
of people and places – i.e., by focusing less on individuals, and more on
social classes, and indeed on the land itself. Such an approach also has
the added benefit of moving away from the histories of elite actors and
towards a broader social and ecological history of the city. Second, this
project calls for a more analytical engagement with the history of the
city, one that places emphasis on explaining events and processes,
rather than merely describing them. 



The first iteration of the Chennai/Madras metropolitan history
project focuses on the city of Chennai/Madras (including
surrounding areas in the erstwhile Chingleput district of Madras
Presidency) in the years between 1919 and 1973.

Though this project is by no means limited to political history, we have
relied on significant moments in the political history of the city to
bookend the period under consideration. The year 1919 marked the
formal end of the First World War, and the announcement of the
Montagu-Chelmsford reforms in British India which ushered in limited
forms of representative democracy at the provincial and local levels in
Indian government. Indeed, 1919 was the last year that the Corporation
of Madras was presided over by a member of the colonial bureaucracy.
1973, in turn, marks the beginning of a long interregnum when the
elected council of the Corporation of Madras was suspended, and the
Corporation came under the direct control of the state government.
The period between 1919 and 1973 marks the maturation of national
and sub-national politics in India, hastened by the transition from a
British colony to a democratic republic at the national level, and the
mainstreaming of Dravidian politics after a period of Congress
dominance in Tamil Nadu.

Going beyond formal politics, the city was a site of significant social and
spatial transformation during the years under consideration. Political
change was accompanied by the Indianization of the bureaucracy, key
businesses, and professions other than the law. Indian natives rapidly
adopted new technologies such as electricity and motorized travel (the
latter made affordable to the masses by bus operators). New
neighbourhoods, schools, hospitals, cinema theatres, and other
facilities were established to cater primarily to Indians. 



The social character of the city also changed with new streams of
migration, as well as the submergence of old connections that had
flourished in earlier periods. Meanwhile, the growth of the city was
accompanied by new forms of human intervention upon the land and
the water bodies that dotted the landscape in this corner of the
Coromandel coast. As the city expanded, many communities located in
the urban periphery experienced sudden changes in their livelihoods
and environments. While these processes undoubtedly had an uneven
impact on different social classes, they fundamentally transformed
Chennai/Madras into an Indian metropolis and gave it an identity
independent of its place in the colonial urban system.

We invite scholars interested in situating the evolution of
Chennai/Madras within broader processes associated with this
time period, including but not limited to: 

Histories of capitalist development, ecological change, industrialization,
labour struggle, commodity trade and capital flows, militarization,
democratization, administrative reform and fiscal reorganization, and
the growth of the engineering and town planning professions, of print
journalism, literature and cinema, and of western-style schooling and
medicine. We also invite proposals that focus on marginalized
occupational and caste communities within the city: fish-workers and
artisans, domestic workers, petty traders, and sanitation workers.



Please submit these materials in the form of a consolidated PDF to
chennaihistory.project@ifmr.ac.in - the last date for submission of an
essay proposal is February 9, 2024. You may also write to the above
email address with any questions or requests for clarification.

Essay proposals must include the following materials:
A research proposal/abstract of 800-1000 words
A methodological note, indicating sources and
methods of interpretation
A brief project timeline
Latest CV of the applicant(s)

The final output for participants will be an essay on a subject of their
choice, to be collected in an edited volume. Prospective participants
must be willing to contribute original and otherwise unpublished
research to the project. Once selected, participants will be invited to
present their work in a series of writing workshops curated by the
editorial committee (with administrative and academic support from
IFMR-LEAD, which is headquartered in Chennai). In addition,
contributors will be provided with a stipend of Rs. 60,000 for their
successful participation in the project. It is expected that the project will
be completed by December 2024.

The goal of this project is to generate a lively exchange between diverse
communities interested in the history of the city. Towards this end,
selected applicants will be requested to write in jargon-free prose while
retaining an analytical focus. The project invites proposals for essays in
both Tamil and English, and all events hosted as part of the project will
be bilingual in character. Translation assistance will be made available
as necessary.
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Scan the QR Code to learn more.
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ஓ� ெத�னி�த�ய� ெப�நகர�த��
உ�வா�க� : ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா�, 1919-1973

ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா� மாநகர� சரி�த�ர�த�� ஆ�வ��ள,
ெச�ைன அ�ல� அத� ���வ�டார�த�� அைம���ள
ப�ேவ� க�வ� ந��வன�கைள ேச��த அற�ஞ� �� (ப�க� 3
-ைய பா��க��) ஒ�றாக� ேச��� க��ைர அைழ�ப��கான
இ�த��ட அற��ைகைய ெவளிய����ளன�. ச�� மானிய�க�,
சக ஆதர�, ம��� பணி�தள�க�/க��தர��க� �ல�
ஆரா�ச�க���� க��ைரக���� உதவ�யாக இ����
வ�ண� ெச�ைன மாநகர�த�� சரி�த�ர� ெதாட�பான
பணிய�� ஈ�ப���ள இதர அற�ஞ�கைள��
ஆரா��ச�யாள�கைள�� இ�த� ��� �ய�ச�ய��
இைண��� ெகா���ப� நா�க� அைழ�க வ����க�ேறா�.
ெப�நகர�த���� அத� சரி�த�ர�த���� ேநராக
அற�ஞ�களி� கவன�ைத ஈ��பத��ரிய ���த பலவ�ட
�ய�ச�ய�� ஒ� �வ�கமாக இ�த��ட� அைம�ெமன நா�க�
எத��பா��க�ேறா�.

ெப��பாலான ப�த�ய��, ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா� மாநகரி�
சரி�த�ர� எ�ப� க�வ� �ைற�� அ�பா�ப�ட ெபா� வரலா��
ஆச�ரிய�களி� �க�டமாக இ��க�ற�, ேம�� அவ�க���

ம�த�ய�� எ�. ��ைத�யா (அவர� ெம�ரா� ��கவ��
எ�க�ற ��தக�த�� �த� பத��� 1987 -� ெவளிய�ட�ப�ட�)
எ�பவ� ச�ற�த வரலா�� ஆ�வாளராக இ��க�றா�.

க��ைரக��கான அைழ��



��ைத�யா அவ�கள� பணிக�� ம��� அவைர� ெதாட��� வ�த
இதர எ��தாள�க�� மாநகர�த�� ப�ேவ� தனிநப�க� ம���
இட�களி� (�தல�களி�) சரி�த�ர� ந�ல �ைறய�� ஆவண�

ெச�ய�ப���ளைத உ�த� ெச�த���க�றா�க�. மாநகர� த�ேபா�
உ��� வரலா�� ஆச�ரிய�க� ம��� பார�பரிய ஆ�வல�களி� ந��
த��டமிட�ப�ட ஒ� ச�க�ைத� ெகா����க�ற�. ேம�� அவ�கள�
ப�களி��க� அைன��� ஒ� ப�வ இதழாக (ெம�ரா� மி�ச���),
ஆய�ர�கண�கான உ��ப�ன�கைள� ெகா�ட ஒ� �க�� (ேப���)
��வாக, வழ�கமான பார�பரிய� ���லா�களாக, ம��� ப�ேவ�
��தக ெதா���களாக உ�ெவ����ளன.

ஏராளமான இ�த ஆதார�க��� அ�பா�ப��, �ற��பாக இ�த�ய
�ைண�க�ட�த�� ம�ற மாநகர�க�ட� ஒ�ப��ைகய��, க�வ��
�ைற���ப�� ெச�ைன மாநகர�ைத ைமயமாக� ெகா�� நட�த�ப�ட
வரலா�� ஆ��க� எ�ப� ெசா�ப அளவ�ேலேய காண�ப�க�றன.
��பதா��க��� ��� வைர, இ�த�ய ம��� �ைண க�ட� ப�ற�ய
சரி�த�ர ஆரா��ச�ய�� நக���ற� ேக�வ�க� எ�ப� ெபா�வாக

ஒ��க�ப�டெதன� ெசா�ல ����: வ�வசாய� சா��த ேக�வ�க� ச�க�
ெபா�ளாதார வ�வகார�களி� �தான ஆரா��ச�ய�� ேமேலா�க�ய���த
அேத ேவைளய��, அரச�ய� ம��� சரி�த�ர வரலா��

ஆச�ரிய�க��கான கவைல��� காரணமாக� ேதச�ய அரச��

உ�வா�க� அைம�த�. 

இ��தா��, சரி�த�ர� �லைமய�� காண�ப�ட ‘நக���ற� த���ப�’
எ�ப� இ�ப� ஆ��க���� ேமலாக இ��வைர நைட�ைறய��
இ��� வ�க�ற�. ேம�� இ�த�ய� �ைண�க�ட�த�� நைடெப�ற
ம�ற மாநகர�களி� �தான ஆரா��ச� எ�ப� ெதாழி�, வரலா�,
கலா�சார� �த� �����ழ� சரி�த�ர� வைர� ப�ேவ� சரி�த�ர�
பார�பரிய�க��கான பலதர�ப�ட பல�கைள ெப��� த�த�.

க�வ� ந��வன வர�ப���� ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா� மாநகைர
ைமயமாக� ெகா�� நைடெப�� சரி�த�ர ஆரா��ச�கைள
ஊ��வ��பத� �ல�, ��னேர காண�ப�� மாநகரி�
சரி�த�ர�ைத இர�� வழிகளி� ெசழி���ட இ�த��ட�
ந�ப��ைக� ெகா���ள�. 



�த��, அ�த� ஆரா��ச� எ�ப� தனிநப�க� �� �ைறவாக�� ம���
ச�க வ�க�க� ��, உ�ைமய�� ந�ல�த�� �� அத�க கவன�
ெச���வத� �ல� ம�க� ம��� �தல�களி� ஆ����ரிய

ெதாட��ைடய அ���ைற�� உ�த�யளி�க�ற�. அ�தைகய ஒ�

அ���ைற எ�ப� ச�தாய�த�� ��க�ய� ெபா���களி� இ����
மனித�க� ப�ற�ய சரி�த�ரி�த����� மாநகர�த�� பர�த ச�க� ம���
�����ழ� சரி�த�ர�த��� ேநராக� த����வத��ரிய ஒ� ��த�

பலைன�� ெப�ற���க�ற�. இர�டாவ�, இ�த��ட�, ந�க��க� ம���
ெசய��ைறகைள வ�வரி�க� ெச��� ெசய��� மாறாக, அவ�ைற
வ�ள�க�� ��வைத வ������ மாநகர� சரி�த�ர��ட� ��ய அத�க�
ப��பா�� ஈ�பா���கான ஒ� அைழ�ைப வ���க�ற�.

ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா� மாநகர சரி�த�ர� த��ட�த�� �த�
ம�நடவ��ைக எ�ப� 1919 ம��� 1973 -�� இைட�ப�ட
கால�களி� காண�ப�ட ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா� மாநகர�த��
(மதரா� மாகாண�த�� ��னா� ெச�க�ப��

மாவ�ட�ைத� ��ற��� காண�ப�ட ப�த�க� உ�பட) �ேத
கவன� ெச���க�ற�. 

இ�த��ட� எ�வைகய��� அரச�ய� சரி�த�ர�த����படவ��ைல

எ�றா�� �ட, ந� கவன�த����ப�ட கால�த��� ���� ப����

ேச��பத�� வசத�யாக மாநகர�த�� �ற��ப�ட�த��த அரச�ய� சரி�த�ர
த�ண�கைள நா� சா��த���க�ேறா�. 1919 ஆ� ஆ�� �த�

உலக�ேபாரி� அத�கார���வ ��வாக�� ம��� இ�த�ய

அரசா�க�த�� மாகாண ம��� உ��� ம�ட�த�லான சா��ந�ைல
ஜனநாயக�த�� �ைற�தப�ச அளவ��கான உதவ�யாக (வழிகா��யாக)
அைம�த ஆ�க�ேலய இ�த�யாவ�� ெமா�டா�-ெச��ேபா��
அற�வ��பாக�� �ற��க�ப���ள�. உ�ைமய��, 1919 ஆ� ஆ��

தா� ெம�ரா� கா��ேரஷனி� காலனி அத�கார�த����ப�ட ஒ�

உ��ப�ன� தைலைம ஏ�ற கைடச� வ�டமா��. 1973 -�, �ைற�ப�,
ெச�ைன கா��ேரஷனி� ேத�� ெச�ய�ப�ட ம�ற� (மாநகர சைப) த�த�
��க� ெச�ய�ப�ட ேபா�, அ� ஒ� ��ட கால ஆ�ச��கான �வ�கமாக
அைம��, கா�பேரஷ� மாந�ல அரசா�க�த�� ேநர�� க���பா�����
�� வ�த�. 



1919 ம��� 1973 -�� இைட�ப�ட கால�க�ட� எ�ப� ேதச�ய அளவ��
ஆ�க�ேலேய� காலனிய����� ஜனநாயக� ��யர� மா�ற�த�னா�
�ரித�ப��த�ப�ட ேதச�ய ம��� மாந�ல அரச�ய�� �த���ச� ெப�ற
காலமாக�� ம��� தமிழக�த�� கா�க�ர� ஆத��க கால�த����
ப��ன� த�ராவ�ட அரச�ய� ேமேலா�க� வ�� காலமாக��

�ற��க�ப�க�ற�.

அத�கார��வ அரச�யைல�� தா��, மாநகர� எ�ப� கவன�த����ப�ட
வ�ட�களி� ேபா� �ற��ப�ட�த��த ச�க ம��� இட�சா��த

மா�ற�த��கான ஒ� தளமாக இ��த�. அரச�ய� மா�ற� எ�ப�
அத�காரவ��க�, ��க�ய� ெதாழி�க�, ம��� ச�ட�ைத தவ���த இதர
உ�ேயாக�க� ஆக�யவ�ற�� ேதச�யமயமாத�ட�

(இ�த�யமயமாத�ட�) இைணேச��த�. இ�த�ய ம�க� மி�சார� ம���
ேமா�டா� வாகன ேபா��வர�� (ப��ன� வ�த ேப��� இய��ந�க�
ெபா�ம�க��� ெசல��ைற�த ேபா��வர�� வசத�ைய ஏ�ப��த�ன�)
ேபா�ற �த�ய ெதாழி���ப�கைள வ�ைரவாக ஏ���ெகா�டன�.
இ�த�ய�க��� �த�ைம ேசைவைய வழ�க �த�ய �����ற�,
ப�ளி��ட�க�, ம���வமைனக�, ச�னிமா அர�க�க�, ம��� இதர
வசத�க� ஏ�ப��த�ப�ட�. ம�க� ���ெபய��த காரண�தா� �த�ய
உற�க� உதயமாக��, ப�ைடய கால�களி� ெசழி��ட� காண�ப�ட

உற�களி� மா�ற�� ஏ�ப�� அத� காரணமாக �த�ய மாநகர�த��
ச�க �ணநல� மா�ற�த����ப�ட�.  

அேத சமய�, ேசாழ ம�டல� கட�கைர ஓரமாக அைம�த���த

ந�ல�பர�ப���� காண�ப�ட ந�ல�க� ம��� ��ந�ைலக� �தான �த�ய
மனித� தைல��� மாநகர�த�� வள��ச��� உட� ந��ற�. மாநகர�
வ�ரிவைட�த காரண�தா�, நகர�த�� �றஎ�ைலய�� ��ய���த

ப�ேவ� ச�தாய�க�� த�கள� வா��ைகய��� �����ழ���
த��� மா�ற�கைள அ�பவ��தா�க�. இ�த ெசய��ைறக�

ச�ேதகமி�ற� ப�ேவ� ச�க வ�க�களிைடேய �ர�ற ஒ� தா�க�ைத
ஏ�ப��த�ய ேபா��, அைவ அ��பைடய�� ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா�
மாநகர�ைத இ�த�ய ெப�நகர�களி� ஒ�றாக மா�ற� ெச�� காலனி
நகர அைம�ப�� அத�ெகன ஒ� �த�த�ரமான அைடயாள�ைத�

ெகா��த�.



�தலாளி��வ வள��ச� சரி�த�ர�, �����ழ� மா�ற�,
ெதாழி�மயமாத�, ெதாழிலாள� ேபாரா�ட�, சர�� வ��தக� ம���
�லதன ஓ�ட�, இர�வமயமாத�, ஜனநாயகமயமாத�, ந��வாக�

��த���த�, ந�த� அ��கார�, ெபாற�ய�ய� ம��� நகர த��டமிட� ேவைல
ெபா���க�, அ��� ப�த�ரிைகய�ய�, இல�க�ய�, ச�னிமா, ேமைல
நா��� க�வ� �ைற ம��� ம��� ஆக�யவ�ற�� வள��ச� ேபா�ற
காரிய�க� உ�ேசர ஆனா�� அவ����� ம��ேம க���படாத,
இ�கால�க�ட��ட� ேச����ள வ�ரிவான ெசய��ைறக����

ெச�ைன/ெம�ரா� மாநகர�த�� பரிணாம வள��ச�ைய�

ெதாட��ப���வத�� ஆ�வ��ள அற�ஞ�க��� நா�க� அைழ��
வ���க�ேறா�. 

ப�ேக�பாள�க��கான இ�த� ெவளி�� எ�ப�

அவ�கள� வ���ப� தைல�ப�� �� ஒ� க��ைரைய எ�த�
அைத ஆச�ரிய� ெதா��ப�� �� ேசகரி�பதா��. இத��
ப�ெக��க சா�த�ய��ள ப�ேக�பாள�க� த�கள� அச�
ம��� அ� வைர ெவளிய�ட�படாத த��ட�த��கான த�கள�
அரா��ச�ைய� பக���தளி�க ஆ�வ�ைடயவராக இ��க
ேவ���. 

இத�� ேத�� ெச�ய�ப�ட�ட�, ஆச�ரிய� ��வ�� (ெச�ைனய��
தைலைமயக�ைத� ெகா���ள IFMR-LEAD ந��வன�த�� ந��வாக�
ம��� க�வ� ஆதர� ெப�றவ�க�) �ல� ஏ�பா� ெச�ய�ப���ள
ெதாட� எ��தாள� ப�டைறக� ஒ�ற�� த�கள� ஆ��� க��ைரைய
��ைவ�க ப�ேக�பாள�க� அைழ�க�ப�வா�க�. ��தலாக,
இ�த��ட�த�� ெவ�ற�கரமாக� த�கள� ப�களி�ைப வழ�க���ள�
ப�ேக�பாள�க��� ேத��ெத���ப�ட� ச�ற�பான க��ைரக���

உதவ��ெதாைகயாக ₹60,000/- வழ�க�ப��. இ�த��ட� 2024 ஆ� ஆ��

�ச�ப� மாத� ��வைட�� என எத��பா��க�ப�க�ற�.

இ�த��ட�த�� இல�� எ�ப� மாநகர� சரி�த�ர�த�� ஆ�வ�

ெகா���ள ப�ேவ� வைகயான ச�க�க��க�ைடேய ஒ� உய���ள
ப�ைண�ைப (பரிமா�ற�ைத) ஏ�ப���வதா��. இத� ��வ��, ேத��
ெச�ய�ப���ள வ��ண�பதார�க� ப��பா�� ேநா�க�ைத

ந�ைலந���த�ய அேத ேவைலய��, எளிய நைடய�� ஒ� க��ைரைய
எ�த� ேக���ெகா�ள�ப�வா�க�. 



க��ைர வ��ண�ப�களி� ப���� காரிய�க� க�டாய�
உ�ப����க ேவ���:

800 – 1000 வா��ைதக� ெகா�ட ஆரா��ச� வ��ண�ப� / சார�ச� 
ெபா�� வ�ள�க�த�� ஆதார� ம��� �ைறகைள ����கா���
�ைற�த�யான ஒ� �ற���.
ஒ� ���கமான த��ட� கால�.
வ��ண�பதார�(களி�) ச�ப�த�ய வ�வர �ற���

இ�த��ட� க��ைர�கான வ��ண�ப�கைள தமி� ம��� ஆ�க�ல�

ஆக�ய இர�� ெமாழிகளி�� வரேவ�க�ற�, ேம�� இ�த��ட�த�� ஒ�
ப�த�யாக ஏ�ப��த�ப�� அைன�� ந�க��ச�க�� இ�ெமாழி

ெகா�டதாகேவ நட�த�ப��. ேதைவ�ேக�ப ெமாழியா�க உதவ���
வழ�க�ப��.

ேம�கா�� வ�வர�கைள ஒ� ஒ��க�ைண�த PDF ஆவணமாக

chennaihistory.project@ifmr.ac.in எ�க�ற மி�ன�ச� �கவரி�� அ��ப�

ைவ�க��. க��ைர வ��ண�ப� அ��ப� ைவ�க ேவ��ய கைடச� ேதத�
ப��ரவரி 9, 2024 ஆ��. ேம�� உ�கள� ச�ேதக�க� அ�ல�
ேக�வ�கைள ந�வ��த� ெச���ெகா�ள ��க� ேம�கா��

மி�ன�ச��� ஐய�கைள அ��ப� ைவ�கலா�.
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க��ைர
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Scan the QR Code to learn more.
For any queries, please write to chennaihistory.project@ifmr.ac.in

�. �தா, த�னிைல அற�ஞ�
�ைனவ� �. ஜானக�, உதவ�� ேபராச�ரிய�, அய�நா��� தமிழ� �ல�,
உலக� தமிழாரா��ச� ந��வன�, தா�பர�, ெச�ைன
ஜா� ேம��, உதவ� ேபராச�ரிய�, அற�வ�ய� சரி�த�ர�, க�ரியா
ப�கைல�கழக�, ெச�ைன 
காேர� ெகாேயேலா, ேபராச�ரிய� (ஓ��ெப�றவ�), க�வ�வள��ச�
ெச�ைன ப�கைல�கழக�, ெச�ைன 
கா��த�� ரா� கவாேல, உதவ� ேபராச�ரிய�, அரச�ய� ெபா�ளாதார�
ம��� நக���ற க�வ�, க�ரியா ப�கைல�கழக�, ெச�ைன 
ம�. ஜி.ேஜ. �தாக�, ேபராச�ரிய� ம��� தைலவ�, சரி�த�ர ஆ��க�,
இ�ேடாலாஜிக� ஆரா��ச� (CPR) ந��வன�, ெச�ைன 


